The lived experience of registered nurses involved in the withdrawal of nutrition and hydration in a persistent vegetative state (PVS) patient.
The purpose of this phenomenological study was to describe the experience of five Registered Nurses involved in the withdrawal of nutrition and hydration in a persistent Vegetative State (PVS) patient. Three female and two male nurses who had been involved in the care of a PVS patient within the last ten years were interviewed. The phenomenological design was used because it provided richness and clarity to the issues raised. Three major findings were identified as positive significant experiences for these nurses: support through 'talking': coping through 'thinking'; and, decision making being kept 'in-house' (family and central care giving team).